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Dear Fellow GRA Member:

Oregon Tax Research is pleased to serve as the host for the 2002 GRA Annual Meeting.  This event will take place August 4 - 7, and I want to urge you to join us to participate in the discussions of key public policy issues and presentations on how we can all make our organizations better.

This year we will focus on how government is responding to pressures resulting from increasing populations on a limited land base and the interest in maintaining quality of life.  Oregon is famous for its land-use planning system, including the controversial "urban growth boundaries" which attempt to concentrate development and limit "sprawl."  Land use regulations, however, are only one tool in use in the state to change the way people live.  Others include so-called "smart growth" initiatives, the development of regional government and transportation options.  All these efforts impact the the lives of Oregonians and the economy.  In addition to these topics, we will also continue our discussion of performance measurements and benchmarking, as well as take time to learn about how our organizations are performing, what important issues we're working on and how we can all do even more.  Not to mention the continuation of the GRA baseball tradition as we take in a AAA Portland Beavers game at the recently remodeled PGE Park!

Please take a moment to read through the attached Schedule of Events, and then make your plans to join us.  Oregon is a wonderful place to visit in the summertime, and Portland is, enviably, only 90 minutes from skiing on Mt. Hood or surfing on the Pacific Ocean.  There is plenty to do, whether you're visiting for 4 days or 2 weeks.

OTR has arranged a special room rate of just $119 per night at the Hilton for GRA guests.  Reservations can be made by calling 1-800-HILTONS, code "OTR."  We have also lowered the price of attending the conference to just $200 for the first attendee from a GRA organization, and only $100 for each additional attendee.

Please complete and return the attached GRA Conference Reservation Form today, and make your plans to join us for an unforgettable Annual Meeting.  Should you have any questions, or want to talk about planning your visit to Oregon, please don't hesitate to give me a call.

Look forward to seeing you in Oregon in August!





Sincerely,





Matt Evans





Executive Director
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