
 
 

 
The agenda is still being finalized—additional participants will be added to many of the panels. 

 

Sunday, August 3, 2014 – Location: Gordon Biersch Restaurant 

6:00 – 8:00 pm Reception 

 

Monday, August 4, 2014 – Location: The Pew Charitable Trusts Offices 

7:30 – 8:00 GRA Trustee Meeting & Registration 

  

8:00 – 8:30 Full Breakfast & Welcome 

  

8:30 – 10:00 GRA Roundtable – News from Member Organizations 

 

As has become practice, this session allows for some formal networking at the beginning of the 
conference.  Every organization represented will have an opportunity to share news from the 
past year.  

  

10:15 – 10:30 Break 

  

10:30 – 12:00 Session #1: Education Funding Trends and Alternative Strategies 
Moderator: Phyllis Resnick 
Panelist: Kim Reuben, Urban Institute 

  

12:15 – 1:30 Luncheon and Keynote Presentation 

Speaker: Diane Lim, Chief Economist, Pew Charitable Trusts 

  1:40 – 3:30 Session #2: Pension and OPEB Funding Issues 
Moderator: Brian Jensen (Allegh Conf) 
Panelist: David Draine (Pew) (ddraine@pewtrusts.org ) 

  

3:30 – 3:45 Break 

  

3:45 – 4:20 
Session #3: Budget Reform 1 
Results First – Improving Outcomes Through Evidence-Based Policymaking 

 

This session will discuss how the Results First Initiative is helping a growing number of states 
and local governments improve their budget choices through the use of an innovative approach 
that uses a massive meta-analysis of national research and state-specific data to predict and 
compare the return on investment that policymakers could attain from alternative programs and 
policies.  

Presenter: Gary VanLandingham, Director,  Pew MacArthur Results First Initiative 

Governmental Research Association  

2014 Annual Policy Conference 

Hosted by:  August 4 – 6, 2014  
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4:20 – 5:00  
Session #4: Budget Reform 2  
Managing Volatility With Smart Rainy Day Fund Policies 

 

With forecasted surpluses on the horizon and the memory of the last recession still fresh in mind, 
many states engaged in spirited debates around their rainy day funds in the 2013 legislative 
session. This session will present new research from Pew that covers the current landscape of 
state rainy day funds, addresses questions of when, how, and how much states should save 
given their unique economic and fiscal characteristics, and provides insight into emerging best 
practices for comprehensive rainy day fund policy design and implementation. 

Presenter: Brenna Erford, The Pew Charitable Trusts 

  

Tuesday, August 5, 2014 – Location: The Pew Charitable Trusts Offices 

8:00 – 8:30 President’s Meeting 

  

8:30 – 9:00 Full Breakfast 

  

9:00 – 10:30 Session #5: Transportation Issues 

 

With the federal Highway Trust Fund nearing insolvency and the federal law that drives surface 
transportation policy about to expire, the nation’s deteriorating transportation infrastructure has 
once again become a hot-button issue on Capitol Hill. Among the questions that will need to be 
answered are: Has the gasoline tax outlived its usefulness as a means of financing transportation 
infrastructure and, if so, what should be its replacement? Are new transportation financing 
mechanisms such as vehicle mileage fees and infrastructure banks innovative solutions, or 
political non-starters? Do recent gains in mass transit ridership indicate a need to refocus on 
modern transit technologies, or should the federal emphasis be on roads and bridges?  And what 
is the appropriate role of the federal government in setting transportation policy and financing 
transportation improvements, as opposed to devolving those functions to state and local 
governments? To explore these and other pressing transportation policy questions, GRA has 
assembled a balanced panel of Washington transportation insiders.  

Moderator: Rob Henken (PPF), President, Public Policy Forum 
Panelists:  

 Ben Husch, Director of Natural Resources and Infrastructure Committee, National Conference of 
State Legislatures  

 Ethan Pollack, Senior Associate, the Pew Charitable Trusts 
 Joshua L. Schank, President and CEO, Eno Center for Transportation 
 Janet Kavinoky, Executive Director, Transportation & Infrastructure, U.S. Chamber of Commerce 

  

10:30 – 11:10 Session #6: Federal Finance Issues that Affect the States  

 

Federal tax and spending decisions affect states' finances in multiple ways.  States rely on the 
federal government for more than one-third of their revenues. Together with grants, other 
federal spending in the states—for contracts, salaries, and direct payments to individuals—is 
equivalent to one-fifth of total state economic activity. Beyond these direct expenditures, the 
federal government provides financial assistance to the states through various tax provisions. 
And because most states' tax codes link to the federal code, federal tax changes can have direct 
state revenue impacts. This session focuses on the state implications of federal tax and budget 
policy. 

Presenters:  

 Mark Robyn  
 Sam Rosen-Amy 



  11:10 – 12:15 Session #7: State Healthcare Policies 
Moderator: Dominic Calabro (FTW) 
Panelist: Maria Schiff (Pew) 

  6:00 – 9:00 Awards Dinner 

Speaker: Former Michigan Governor John Engler (invited) 

  

  

  

Wednesday, August 6, 2014 – Location:  The Pew Charitable Trusts Offices 

7:30 – 8:30 GRA Trustee Meeting 

  

8:30 – 9:00 Continental Breakfast 

  

9:00 – 10:20 Session #8: Economic Mobility and Income Inequality 
 The concepts of economic mobility and income inequality have received a wealth of media 

coverage as of late, due in no small part to President Obama highlighting them in his 2014 State 
of the Union address and many times since. How are these issues relevant to today’s economy 
and how are they measured? GRA has assembled two Pew experts from the Economic Mobility 
Project to set a great foundation for this discussion. One such expert will examine the practical 
implications of economic mobility and income inequality analysis. The other will delve into the 
methodological processes of the issues. Finally, Utah Foundation will show how it gleaned some 
of Pew’s expertise in analyzing economic mobility at the state level, and will touch on a new 
model for measuring inequality. 

Moderator: Shawn Teigen (Utah Foundation) 
Panelists:  

 Erin Currier , Director, Economic Mobility Project, The Pew Charitable Trusts 
 Diana Elliott, Research Officier, Economic Mobility Project, The Pew Charitable Trusts 

  

10:30 – 11:45 Session #9: Presentations from Award Winners 
Moderator: Eric Lupher (CRC) 
  

11:45 – 12:00 Thank you & Adjournment 
 

http://www.pewstates.org/experts/maria-schiff-329162

